
October 13, 2025 

Eppler Express 

 

What’s Inside: 

What’s Happening this Week at Eppler 

Upcoming Activities 

Additional Information: 

• School News & Information 

• Sports Information   

• Clubs & Organizations   

• District News 

• Educational Camps/Enrichment / 

Activities/Community Ed 

• In Case You Missed It 

• Power School 

• Reward Programs 

• Early Dismissals/Attendance. 

_______________________________ 

Important Websites and Re-

sources: 

• Counseling Information 

• UHS Athletics Boosters   

• Eppler Website 

• Eppler Express 

• PaySchools 

• Student Handbook 

• UCS District Website 

• Report Bullying 

• PowerSchool Portal / Information 

• UCS District Calendar  

• UCS Tech Talk    

 

Eppler Chieftain Code of Conduct 

Chieftains are… 

 Respectful,   Responsible,  Reasonable. 

     Eppler Chieftain Code of Conduct: 

                Be Respectful,  

        Be Responsible,  

               Be  Reasonable… 

      And above all, be kind to everyone! 

Monday October 13 Thursday, October 16 

• Chess Club, 2:50—3:50 pm, 

Room 19 

• College Gear Monday 

• 7/8 Volleyball v Malow   4:00 pm    

• College and Trade Exhibi-

tion   IRC   6:30 – 8:30 pm 

 

•  Homework Club, 2:55—3:55 pm, 

Media Center 

• Picture Re-Take Day   Media 

Center  

• College and Trade Exhibi-

tion   IRC   6:30 – 8:30 pm  

• Magic : The Gathering in Room 

126,  2:50 – 3:45 PM 

Tuesday, October 14 Friday, October 17 

• Homework Club, 2:55—3:55 pm, 

Media Center    

• Fire Drill   9:30 am  

• 7/8 Football v L’Anse Creuse 

South @ Ford  PINK OUT 

GAME   

• College and Trade Exhibi-

tion   IRC   6:30 – 8:30 pm  

•  AVID Bagel Sales, 2nd hour 

 

Wednesday, October 15 Saturday, October 18 

•  7/8 Volleyball v Bemis   4:00 pm 

– PINK-OUT GAME    

• College and 

Trade Exhibition   IRC   6:30 – 

8:30 pm  

•  None.  

Sunday,  October 19 

• None. 

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/1006
https://sites.google.com/site/uhsathleticboosters/home
http://eppler.uticak12.org/
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/999
https://www.uticak12.org/domain/85
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/147
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Domain/4
mailto:april.raupp@uticak12.org;%20autumn.blachard@uticak12.org
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/1821
https://myuticak12-my.sharepoint.com/personal/karen_miscovich_uticak12_org/Documents/Desktop/Eppler%20Express.dochttps:/mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/1821
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/2#calendar1/20230831/month
https://www.uticak12.org/domain/1820


Vision and Mission Statements 

                            
Our Vision Statement:  Eppler Junior High School will empower students to achieve their full potential and become 
productive contributors in a diverse society. 
  
Eppler Junior High School Mission Statement:  Parents, students, teachers, and administrators will collaborate as 
a community to foster a safe and respectful learning environment that will promote independent critical thinking and 
problem solving. 

Monday October 20 Thursday, October 23 

• Chess Club, 2:50—3:50 pm, Room 19 

• College Gear Monday 

• 7/8 Volleyball v Shelby   4:00 pm  ** Changed to a 

HOME Game**  

•  Homework Club, 2:55—3:55 pm, Media Center 

• Fire Drill   10:30 am  

• Magic : The Gathering in Room 126,  2:50 – 3:45 PM 

Tuesday, October 21 Friday, October 24 

• Homework Club, 2:55—3:55 pm, Media Center    

• EPIC Meeting   MC Conference Room   9:00 am  

• 7/8 Football v Algonquin @ Ford HS   3:30 pm  

•  AVID Bagel Sales, 2nd hour 

• MSU / U of M Spirit Day  

• Chieftain of the Month Lunch   Room 136   11:40 am – 

12:42 pm  

Wednesday, October 22 Saturday, October 25 

• NO STUDENTS   Full Day DPPD  

• 7/8 Volleyball @ Jeannette   4:00 pm  

•  Saturday School   Media Center   9:00 am – 12:00 pm  

Sunday,  October 26 

• None. 

Upcoming Activities                                                                                                        Back to Menu 

 Click here to view the 2025-2026 District Calendar 

2025—2026 School Calendar Update 

  

https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/2#calendar1/20230818/month


Eppler Project Proposals. 

What’s Next? 
 

  



NEW  Eppler Information 

Picture Retake Day  

  

Freshmen Class Trip Opportunities 

We are planning potential freshman trips for May or June and welcome interest from families. Option one is a four-
day trip to Washington, D.C., estimated at $900–$1,100. Option two is a two-day trip to Chicago, estimated at $630. 

Please note this is not a UCS-sponsored event, and all costs would be the responsibility of participating students. For 
additional information or to express interest, contact Amy Ghattas at aghattas01@gmail.com.  

Pink Out! 

  

mailto:aghattas01@gmail.com


Donut Day 
 

  

 BooGrams 
 

  



Michigan vs. State 
 

  

 



Halloween 
 

  

 Halloween RULES 
 

  

Friday, October 31st, is Halloween. Students are permitted to dress 
up for Halloween but MUST understand that ALL school dress code 
still applies. Clothing must not reveal undergarments or private are-
as. NO masks or face paint will be permitted. NO fake weapons or 
fake blood will be permitted. Any costumes representing alcohol or 
drugs will not be permitted. Let’s have fun! … but please enjoy the 
day appropriately.  



Add to the Yearbook!! 
 

  

Yearbook 
 

  



 

Future Focus 
 

  



OK2Say 
 

  



Eppler Cell Phone/Device Policy 

  
 

  

Year Long Eppler Information 



Student/Parent Handbook  
 

  

2025—2026 Attendance Information 

 Regular attendance and active participation in class are integral parts of a student’s total education.  Students can 
achieve educational benefits only through regular class attendance and a serious commitment to an educational pro-
gram. 
 
During the 2025-2026 school year Eppler Administration will be sending text messages and emails to parents/
guardians about their student’s attendance.  Messages and emails may have a number or email address that you do 
not recognize.  If the messages are about attendance and mention your student, it was sent to you by Eppler Admin-
istration. 
 
Together, we know that strong attendance leads to stronger learning. When schools and families partner to make daily 
attendance a priority, students are better prepared to succeed—both in the classroom and beyond. 



Daily Schedule 

  
 

  



Backpack Policy 

  
 

  



Updated Student ID Requirements 

  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
  



 Bagels 

  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
  



Lunch Deliveries : REMINDER 

                            
                              Food Deliveries: Food that is delivered by a service such as Door Dash or Grub Hub will not be permitted at Eppler.                           

D                          due to school safety concerns and the disruption to the school day, we cannot accommodate such deliveries.              
W                         we ask that all students bring their own lunch or buy a lunch from the cafeteria.  If a student forgets their             
l                            lunch, they may borrow against their lunch account in the cafeteria, or a parent may drop off a lunch for their 
student. However, if the food dropped off is from a restaurant, the student will be asked to eat it in the Main Office during their 
lunch hour. Coffee, smoothies, and outside breakfast brought in the school in the morning must be consumed before going into 
first hour. This is the practice that takes place at the high school level and Eppler is aligning with Utica High in order to provide 
consistent expectations for our students.  If you would like to apply for the free or reduced lunch program, or to establish a lunch 
account for your child, please click here. 

Thank you for your understanding and we appreciate your support.  
  

Dress Code Rules - REMINDER 

  
Dress code: 

Please address the following dress code items with your child: 
• Hoods/hats are not to be worn in the building. 
• Clothing must not show bare mid-drifts, shoulders, cut too low or any derogatory or drug/alcohol messages. 

Student Drop-off after 7:55 

  

Parents, please be aware that there is often no need to come into the building when you are dropping off your 
child at school if they are late or after an appointment. The only reasons we will require you to come into the build-
ing are if you are picking up your child, for which you will need ID, or if you are dropping off anything for your child, 
which we ask that you label for their pick-up. Other than that, please feel free to stay in your warm and dry vehicle 
(on cold and rainy days) and enjoy whatever you may be listening to from your playlist! Thank you!! 
  

Parent Student Handbooks 

  

Please use the following link to access the Parent and Student Handbooks for the 2025-2026 school year.  

  

 UCS Handbook 

Lost and Found 

                            

 Please stop in the Counseling Hallway to check out the selection of Lost 
and Found items.  
 
All unclaimed items will be donated to a local re-sale shop on  
December  19th. 

https://utica.familyportal.cloud
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/147


School Safety 

 

Safety remains a priority for our school. Eppler Junior High School is once again providing training to our students and staff 
on our safety protocols. The protocols identify actions that students may be asked to take in the event of a potential  
incident: hold, secure, lockdown, evacuate and shelter.  
  

The protocols will continue to be part of the training while practicing our regular school safety drills, such as fire drills, 
security drills, tornado drills, evacuation procedures, etc.)  
  

The video is available for you to review at this link: UCS School Safety: Standard Response Protocol – Junior High - 
YouTube If you have any questions, please contact our office.  
  

 

Early Dismissal Procedures 

 
We have a new process for early dismissals. When you arrive at Eppler please ring the bell at our Main Office door, let 
us know your student’s name, show your id to the camera and we will let you in to our vestibule. With your cell phone 
please scan the QR code on the red “Scan For Early Dismissal” poster on the wall,  type in the information requested, 
and we will call your student down to leave with you.   
 
STUDENTS: You must come through the front office to exit the school.  

How to Report an Absence 

 
• When a student is going to be absent, parents/guardians should report the absence before the school day begins. Calls to the 

attendance line can be made 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The Shelby Attendance Line is 586-797-2799. Absences 
will be input to PowerSchool by 4:00 pm on the date of the absence. 

 
• Per UCS policy, the following reasons for an absence will be accepted as an excused absence; student illness, hospitaliza-

tion, doctor ordered bed rest, mandatory court appearance, death in the immediate family, family vacation, medical appoint-
ments and administrative permission. All other absences will be unexcused. 

Calling All Shoppers! 

Eppler has a reward program at Kroger. All you have to do is shop, swipe your card, and Eppler gets cash back! The Kroger Com-

munity Rewards program makes fundraising easy by donating based on the shopping you do every day. Once you link your Card  all you have 

to do is shop at Kroger and swipe your Shopper’s Card. Here’s how :  

 

 
• Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

• Click Sign in the upper right-hand corner 

• Put the email address and password used to enroll your card 

• Go to “Savings & Rewards”, then “Kroger Community Rewards”, I’m a Custom-

er” 

• Enter the group number EJ598 or search  Eppler Junior High School 

• Click on the organization then click “Enroll” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nvkz7iomzcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nvkz7iomzcA


PowerSchool/Text Messaging Service / Schoology 

PowerSchool– Click here to go to the district’s PowerSchool website 

  

Parent Portal Access through PowerSchool 

PowerSchool is the district's student information system used for scheduling, attendance, grades, and delivery of report 
cards.  Please find more information below on how to create and access your Parent Portal Account.  

To login, visit: http://ps.ucs.misd.net/public 
 
Below are useful documents for you to reference and take full advantage of PowerSchool: 

Parents:   Create a Parent Portal Account 

 Helpful Tips for our PowerSchool Parent Portal:  Click here for info on how to reset your password.  
 
PowerSchool Mobile App: 
1. Download the PowerSchool Parent App through your device's GooglePlay or Apple App Store. 
2. Enter the UCS district code: NKDJ (all capitalized) 
3. When logging in through your mobile app, you will use the same username/password that you use to login through your 
desktop. 
 
Questions? Contact your home school to help with your PowerSchool questions.  
  

Text Messaging Service 

 

https://www.uticak12.org/domain/1821
https://ps.ucs.misd.net/public/home.html
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/994
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/997
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.powerschool.portal&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/powerschool-mobile/id973741088


Parent Access for Schoology 

                            
 

 

 

Parents/Guardians,   
 
Did you know that you can have a parent account for your child's 
Schoology classes?  You can access each of their classes, as well as  
the counseling department's Schoology page.  The counseling page 
has many resources ranging from support groups and therapy to  
community resources for help with everyday problems.  If you would 
like access to your child's Schoology account (this is different 
than PowerSchool), you can contact the main office at 586-797-2900 
to request your child's 12-digit-code and instructions.  



Eppler  Athletic Event Policy 

 
All students MUST present a school ID for entrance to the event and will only be admitted with adult supervision. The 
adult MUST attend the event with the student and may not leave the student unsupervised. 
  
Between the end of the school day and the start of the event, any student attending the event MUST either wait outside or in the 
gym. 
 

Eppler & Utica Athletics 

UHS Athletic Event Policy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7/8  Football 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7/8  Volleyball 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, October 23 

8th Grade ONLY vs An-
chor Bay South (@ An-
chor Bay South) 4:30 
start  

7th Grade Only  vs L’Anse 

Creuse S.@   Bemis  Jr. 

High 3:30 pm (7th Grade 

ONLY)  

@ Eppler 



UHS Boys Basketball 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UHS Girls Basketball 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unified Hockey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Homework Club 

  
 
 

Eppler Clubs & Organizations 



Student Council 

 
 
 

 Student Council Meeting Dates (subject to change) 

 Meetings will be held in the Media Center at 7:00 am.  

 Bring your Stu Co folder, pencil/pen. 

 Meetings are MANDATORY. If you can not attend, let Mrs. Raupp or Mrs. Grammatico know you will 

be absent PRIOR to the meeting. 

Tuesday, September 23 Tuesday, February 24 

Tuesday, October 7 Tuesday, March 10 

Tuesday, October 21 Tuesday, March 24 

Tuesday, November 11 Tuesday, April  7 

Tuesday December 2 Tuesday, April 21 

Tuesday, January 13 Tuesday, May 5 

Tuesday, January 27 Tuesday, May 19 

S.T.A.T.I.C. 
 
 

Students Taking Action in Christ (STATIC) will be meeting October 23. 
 Meetings will be help in room 136 after school from 2:55-3:45.  All students are welcome.   

More meeting dates will be posted after the first meeting.  

Magic: The Gathering 
 

Do you enjoy building an army of massive dragons? Or maybe you prefer to outwit your opponent 
with a sneaky swarm of tiny goblins? Then you might be a Magic: The Gathering player!  
 
Come find your play style at the first meeting of Eppler's Magic The Gathering club on Thursday, 
October 9th in Room 126, from 2:50 – 3:45 PM, then every Thursday after school. Even if you've 
never cast a spell before, we'll teach you everything you need to know. See you at the table!  



Eppler Chess Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Eppler Elephants will be stomping the competition again this year!!  Coach 

Marwan and Coach  Alex are holding the first Chess Club meeting  09/15/25  from  

2:50—3:50 pm, Room 19.   

Stop by room 19 to get your permission slip today. 

Eppler Parent Involvement Committee (EPIC) 

 
 
 

The following is a list of dates and times of the Eppler Parent Involvement Committee (EPIC) meeting throughout the school year.  All par-

ents are invited and welcome to attend.  All meetings will be  held in the Media Center from 9:00—10:00 am.  We look forward to seeing 

you there 

Tuesday, September 23 Wednesday, February 25 

Tuesday, October 21 Thursday, March 19 

Tuesday, November 11 Tuesday, April 21 

Wednesday, December 10 Tuesday, May 19 

Wednesday, January 21  

Wednesday, September 10 Wednesday, February 11 

Wednesday, October 8 Wednesday, March 11 

Wednesday, November 12 Wednesday, April 8 

Wednesday, December 10 Tuesday, May 13 

Wednesday, January 14  

9th Grade NJHS Members 

 
 
 MANDATORY MEETINGS: Meetings are from 2:55– 3:25 pm (may end earlier) Please make sure you have a ride or plan to get 

home.  If you are unable to attend, please let Mr. Hornibrook  in  Room 132 or Mrs. Byron in room 19. 

ESAB 

Meetings will be from 3:00—4:00 pm, Room 136 
 

Thursday, October 9 
Tuesday, December 9 
Tuesday, February 10 

Tuesday, April 7 

Applications will be available beginning Monday, September 8 



FTC Robotics 

 
 
Have you heard of FIRST? Maybe Lego Robotics? Have you wanted to participate in the past but didn’t know how to 
get started? Here is your chance to be a part of the 2025 season. At the junior high school level, the robotics program 
is First Tech Challenge (FTC). We have had FTC Robotics teams at Eppler previously and would like to rekindle the 
flame and establish a new team. 
  
Parents, please register your interested child by scanning the accompanying QR code and completing the registration 
survey.  Please know that teams are not just out there to be joined; they must be built by people like you. We can help 
with robots, tips and even a support hub to practice with mentors. We need coaches like you to support, encourage 
and organize. The students will do the rest. No engineering or computer science degrees are necessary. 
 

Scan the QR code for info. 

Utica eSports 

 
 
 



District News 

 
 

Upcoming information to follow. 



MISD NEWS 

 
 

Upcoming information to follow. 



CARE / Care Solace / Wellness 

CARE 

  
 
 



UCS Wellness 

  
Utica Community Schools works to support the physical, mental and social-emotional development of all students.  Our wellness pages contain a variety of 
resources for students, teachers, staff, parents and community members. Check out the UCS Virtual Calming Room, Wellness Podcast and Monday Moments, 
and more at:       www.uticak12.org/UCS_Wellness 

 

  

  
 

Care Solace 
 
If you or a family member are looking for help with mental health or substance use, Care Solace can help you quickly find treatment options 
matched to your needs regardless of the circumstance. Care Solace is a complimentary and confidential service provided to students, staff, 
and their families by Utica Community Schools. 
  
The Care Solace team is available 24/7/365 and can support you in any language. 
 
If you would like to use Care Solace to help you find a provider: 

• Call 888-515-0595 (available 24/7/365) 

• Search on your own OR click “Book Appointment” for assistance by video chat, email, or phone via caresolace.com/Utica. 
 
Disclaimer: 
Information on individual treatment providers was gathered by Care Solace based on criteria such as geographic proximity, whether the pro-
vider accepts the authorized user’s insurance, and whether the provider is accepting new patients. The school district does not recommend, 
endorse, promote, or refer to any of the individual treatment providers. 
 

http://www.uticak12.org/UCS_Wellness


FREE Online Tutoring 
  

Do you need one-on-one 

 help with your homework? 
  

To access the free tutoring: 

• On your ClassLink dashboard, select Virtual Library Card - Tutor.com (the orange 

icon with the letter "t" on it). 

o You will need your PowerSchool number to log in.  You can email your coun-

selor to ask for your PowerSchool number (Marla.Ostrom@UticaK12.org or 

Autumn.Blanchard@UticaK12.org).  To log in: 

• Barcode:  ucs########## (ucs followed by PowerSchool number) 

• Your password is your 2-digit birth month and 2-digit 

birth day (example 0408 for April 8) 

o Choose GET A TUTOR NOW.  If you want a short tutorial on how the site 

works, you can select Take the tour. 

o You can use the chat feature to ask specific questions or even take a picture 

of your assignment for your tutor to see. 
 

Virtual Library Card / Tutor.Com 

  



UCS Food and Nutrition 

   
  
• UCS is continuing the free school meals program through the early fall of 2025 while the State of Michigan works 

to adopt a budget by the September 30th deadline.  
   
 
• All UCS families are asked to complete the Education Benefits form Here - enter "Utica Community Schools" and 

follow the prompts. These forms help maintain our Title 1 funding as well as other essential funding for our 
schools. It can also help reduce fees for pay-to-play sports, lower internet costs, reduced AP/college application 
fees and more! 

 

More information regarding your student’s cafeteria account can be  
found by clicking HERE. 

 
 

UCS Food Service 

UCS Food and Nutrition 

  
  
  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Menus can still be found online at https://uticak12.nutrislice.com 

https://utica.familyportal.cloud/
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/75
https://uticak12.nutrislice.com/


7th Grade Mixer 

  

  

 

 

In Case You Missed It 



Legasea Aquarium    The Reptarium 
 

  



Ms Abbott’s Science Class 
 

  



Homecoming Spirit Week 

 

September 17, 2025   

 



Childhood Cancer Awareness Week 

 

  

This year, Eppler Junior High is proud to recognize Childhood Cancer Awareness Week, September 22-26, a time to honor children and 

families who face the difficult journey of pediatric cancer. 

Our very own Aaron and Cadence Eiberger will serve as student ambassadors for this important week.  Childhood cancer awareness is very 

close to their hearts, as their younger brother Beckett was diagnosed with ATRT, a rare and aggressive brain cancer, just after his third 

birthday.  Beckett endured 2 brain surgeries, 30 rounds of radiation, and 5 months of chemotherapy at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospi-

tal. Through it all, he showed incredible strength, courage, and resilience – and today, he continues to inspire those around him. 

For Aaron and Cadence, this journey has been life changing. Siblings of children with cancer often carry unseen burdens – worrying if their 

brother or sister will be here in the weeks and months ahead, taking on added responsibilities at home, and navigating the emotional 

strain that comes with uncertainty. It’s a reminder that cancer affects the whole family, not just the child in treatment. By highlighting their 

role as ambassadors this week, we honor not only Beckett’s fight but also the strength and resilience of his siblings. 

As a family, the Eiberger/Fowler household has turned their experience into advocacy, creating the nonprofit, Wreck-it Like Beckett, which 

provides support and hope to families walking through childhood cancer. By sharing their story, Aaron and Cadence remind us all of the 

importance of awareness, compassion, and coming together as a community. 

As a school community, we invite everyone to participate, learn, and stand united in awareness.  By going gold and engaging in these 

themes, we might shine a light on the reality of childhood cancer, support those impacted, and remind families that they are not alone. 



Childhood Cancer Awareness 
 

  
Eppler Junior High School held a spirit week to raise awareness 
for childhood cancer, led by students Aaron and Cadence 
Eiberger with support from their mother, Tammie Fowler. The 
event was inspired by their younger brother, Beckett, who was 
diagnosed at the age of 3 with ATRT, a rare and aggressive 
brain cancer. 
  
Students and staff participated in themed days like Pajama 
Day, Sports Jersey Day and Twin Day to show support. The 
week highlighted the importance of empathy, awareness and 
community, reminding everyone that childhood cancer affects 
the whole family—and that no one fights alone. 
  
Read more: https://bit.ly/4nfKvlU 
 

Chieftain of the Month 

  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4nfKvlU%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZnJYblVOTk8xaVpHQVhJcAEeKKPU-JssJDrYh99yhDzb37KLUGLW7Q3TsU9Gzrm42DuzrUBloPl_DPFlH5M_aem_BdFccJn_D4DhCwz0NHSDRA&h=AT2Bf2ck2B_Qk9DreBXixmN54owrG7G1Eh_7vGThTIMqoLL

